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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION Vlll 

999 18th STREET - SUITE 500 

I DENVER, COLORADO 80202-2405 

Ref: 8HWM-FF FEB 151991 
Mr. Frazer Lockhart 
Department of Energy/Rocky Flats Plant 
Trailer 130A 
P.0 Box 928 
Golden, CO 80402 

Dear Mr Lockhart- 

In accordance with the terms of the Interagency Agreement 
(IAG), enclosed please find the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) comments on the draft Historical Information and 
Preliminary Health Risk Assessment Report for Operable Unit 3 
(enclosure 1). Comments from the Colorado Department of Health 
(CDH) are also enclosed (enclosure 2 ) .  

, 
I In general, a number of our concerns regarding the draft 

document are similar to our concerns regarding the previously 
submitted draft Past Remedy Report for Operable Unit 3. These 

enclosed specific comments: 
I include the following major items which are reflected in the 

1 .  A complete site conceptual model must be developed which 
shows consideration of the source of contamination in the 
reservoirs, the appropriate release mechanisms, the appropriate 
transport and receiving media, and potential exposure 
pathways. We are concerned that certain exposure pathways have 
been discounted without adequate justification 

2 Data sources for many of the statements and assumptions 
made in the document are not provided The rationale for 
important assumptions must be provided and appropriate references 
cited This will result in a more credible document. 

3 The conclusion that the available data are not of 
sufficient quality to be used in a quantitative risk assessment 
is the basis for all the statements regarding risk that are made 
in the document yet is unjustified by the information presented 
For this reason, it is imperative that a complete evaluation of 
the available data be included in the final Historical 
Information and Preliminary Health Risk Assessment Report. This 
evaluation should follow the criteria contained in the EPA 
publication "Guidance for Data Useability in Risk Assessment". 
Only after such an evaluation can conclusions be drawn about the 
quality of the data At this point however, we strongly disagree 
with the conclusion that the data from past studies are not of 
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sufficient quality to support a quantification of human health 
risk. 

4. Regardless of the data useability for quantitative risk 
assessment, the final document must include some type of 
quantitative indicator of relative risk of the contamination in 
the reservoirs. Section 4.7.3 is an attempt at such an 
indication but needs to be further developed in the final report. 

Most of these general items have been discussed with DOE 
representatives during the review and comment period. A final 
Historical Information and Preliminary Health Risk Assessment 
Report which has been modified in accordance with the enclosed 
comments will be a useful document from which to begin designing 
an adequate remedial investigation. We will continue to be 
concerned about identifying datagaps and justifying future data 
collection activities. Should your require any additional 
discussion or clarification of these comments, please contact Ms 
Bonita Lavelle at (303)294-1165. 

Sincerely, 

Martin Hestmark, Rocky Flats Team Leader 

Attachments 

cc: Gary Baughman, CDH 
Robert Birk, DOE 
Michael Guillamme, EG&G 
Peter Ornstein, 80RC 
Bonita Lavelle, 8HWM-FF 
Tom Greengard, EG&G 
Barbara Barry, CDH-RFPU 
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